" The history of practical medicine, especially, during the last twenty-five years, and a right appreciation of its character, and the conditions and means of its progress, furnish us with very positive assurance that many of its most important laws will gradually, but steadily and certainly, be carried forwards to their entire and final establishment. The foundations of many of these laws,?and of those, too, most difficult of determination,?have been already broadly and securely laid; and although many years must elapse, amidst earnest, unremitting, and conscientious toil, before these laws can be definitively and fully settled, it is not possible, in the nature of things, that we can be deceived, or disappointed, in this consummation, so devoutly to be wished. " I cannot forbear remarking, by way of parenthesis, that this evil, in addition to the many others which I have already had occasion to enumerate, has been greatly aggravated, and in many instances wholly produced, by the influence of h priori medical doctrines. The whole history of medicine will show that the most flagrant abuses of this character have always been the direct results of these mischievous influences."
